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So far the agency giving Scientology the most grief is the IRS, whose officials

have implied that Hubbard's successors may be looting the church's coffers.

Since 1988, when the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the revocation of the cult's

tax-exempt status, a massive IRS probe of church centers across the country has

been under way. An IRS agent, Marcus Owens, has estimated that thousands of

IRS employees have been involved. Another agent, in an internal IRS

memorandum, spoke hopefully of the "ultimate disintegration" of the church. A

small but helpful beacon shone last June when a federal appeals court ruled that

two cassette tapes featuring conversations between church officials and their

lawyers are evidence of a plan to commit "future frauds" against the IRS.

The IRS and FBI have been debriefing Scientology

defectors for the past three years, in part to gain

evidence for a major racketeering case that appears to

have stalled last summer. Federal agents complain that

the Justice Department is unwilling to spend the money

needed to endure a drawn-out war with Scientology or to

fend off the cult's notorious jihads against individual

agents. "In my opinion the church has one of the most

effective intelligence operations in the U.S., rivaling even

that of the FBI," says Ted Gunderson, a former head of

the FBI's Los Angeles office.

Foreign governments have been moving even more vigorously against the

organization. In Canada the church and nine of its members will be tried in June

on charges of stealing government documents (many of them retrieved in an

enormous police raid of the church's Toronto headquarters). Scientology

proposed to give $1 million to the needy if the case was dropped, but Canada

spurned the offer. Since 1986 authorities in France, Spain and Italy have raided

more than 50 Scientology centers. Pending charges against more than 100 of its

overseas church members include fraud, extortion, capital flight, coercion,

illegally practicing medicine and taking advantage of mentally incapacitated

people. In Germany last month, leading politicians accused the cult of trying to

infiltrate a major party as well as launching an immense recruitment drive in the

east.

Sometimes even the church's biggest zealots can use a little protection. Screen

star Travolta, 37, has long served as an unofficial Scientology spokesman, even

though he told a magazine in 1983 that he was opposed to the church's

management. High-level defectors claim that Travolta has long feared that if he

defected, details of his sexual life would be made public. "He felt pretty

intimidated about this getting out and told me so," recalls William Franks, the

church's former chairman of the board. "There were no outright threats made,

but it was implicit. If you leave, they immediately start digging up everything."

Franks was driven out in 1981 after attempting to reform the church.
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